JEHOVAH'SWITNESSES AND THEIR DIFFERENT GOOD NEWS

Thereis but one good news or gospel taught in the New Testament. Concerning that good news the apostle
Paul wrote: “if we or an angel out of heaven were to declare to you as good news something beyond what we
declared to you as good news, let him be accursed. Aswe have said above, | also now say again, Whoever it
isthat is declaring to you as good news something beyond what you accepted, let him be accursed.” (Galatians
1:8, 9 New World Translation.) Jehovah's Witnesses have certainly gone far beyond the good news taught by
Jesus and his apostles.

Defending the biblical good newsisevery Christian’ sresponsibility and privilege. To assist you in doing that
in relation to Jehovah' s Witnessesis the purpose of thistract. The Witnesses have corrupted God’ s good news
intwo ways:. (1) they limit those declared righteous (justification by faith) by God who have put faith in Jesus
Christ’ sransom sacrifice to amere 144,000 and (2) they have created adifferent good newsthat the Scriptures
do not teach and prevents millions of Jehovah's Witnesses from embracing the genuine good news.

Realistically, one should not expect to dramatically change aWitnesses' thinking on this salvation issue, but
a seed may be planted that could later grow in his heart and mind. Apart from that possibility, we should want
to share the Bible good news with everyone not presently enjoying the precious free gift of reconciliation with
God as that gift is presented in Scripture.

UNDERSTANDING THE WITNESSVIEWPOINT

Taking with the Witnesses on aBibletopic isdifficult, at best, because most people do not understand their
basi ¢ doctrines. One needsto know something of the Witnesses' perspectivein order to effectively engagethem
in a productive discussion. And, we might add, the believer with only a superficial understanding of Scripture
will have adifficult time with the well-trained Jehovah's Witness.

The Witnesses are taught that there are two distinct classes of Christians in their organization. These two
classes of Christiansdo not share acommon rel ationship with God through Christ, nor do they shareacommon
hope. Y et, according to their view, each group is fully Christian and fully acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. At the outset, it must be pointed out that this contradicts abasic Christian tenet, namely, that Christians
are “called in the one hope to which you were caled.” (Eph. 4:4 NW) All Chrigtians share a common hope
of future spiritua life—1 Cor. 15

Witnesses teach that from the days of Jesus to the end of the world there will only be 144,000 born-again
Christians. These are said to have a heavenly hope and will reign with Christ as kings and priests in his
kingdom. The second classis an unlimited number who are given an earthly hope of life. These millionsbelieve
that the world will soon end and they will pass aliveinto an earthly paradise created by Christ’sreign. There
are only a few thousand Witnesses who claim to be one of the 144,000. In 1994 there were 8,617 who
professed this claim. Only these few are allowed to take communion. Only they can claim to be sons of God
and part of Abraham’s seed. Only they are said to be declared righteous. Only they are truly “born again.”

The remaining 4.7 million Witnesses (as of 1995), are said to have an earthly hope of life. They cannot take
communion, cannot claim to be sons of God or the seed of Abraham. They cannot claim Jesus Christ astheir
mediator between themselves and God because they are told they are not in the new covenant. They have not
experienced the new birth and cannot claim to be holy. The Witness who calls on you will be in this latter

group.

How did this strange doctrina concept get its birth? To understand thisit is necessary to briefly review their
history. Their religion wasborn in thelatter part of the 19th century as an offspring of the Adventist movement.
Charles T. Russell, the founder of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, taught that two different classes
of Christians were identified in chapter seven of Revelation. The 144,000 mentioned there was the litera
number of those making up the Israel of God—the body of Christ, according to Russell. These would reign
with Christ askings and priests and receive the gift of immortality in heaven. The* great multitude” mentioned
in this same chapter was said to be another heavenly class of Christians who do not measure up to being one
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of the elite 144,000. This latter group had a hope of heaven but would not reign with Christ as kings and
priests. Nor would they have immortality as do the 144,000.

Russell’ steaching on this matter was linked to his many prophetic time feature speculations. Russell taught
that the “time of the end” mentioned in Daniel (8:17) began in 1799 and would conclude with the end of the
world in 1914. The last 40 years of this period (1874-1914) marked what he called the “harvest period” of
approved Christians and an adverse judgment period against nominal Christianity. According to him, Christ
Jesusreturned invisibly in October, 1874 to begin these judgment proceedings. The execution of thisjudgment
would be climaxed in 1914 when the whole world would be destroyed. He taught that the dead in Christ were
resurrected in 1878.

Russell aso taught that the opportunity to become one of the elite 144,000 ended in 1881. The door of
opportunity to become a part of the body of Christ was forever closed in that year, according to him. After
1881, the only hope of heavenly life available was to become part of the “great multitude” mentioned in
Revelation, chapter seven. The outworking of history gavethelieto Mr. Russell’ sdifferent good news and his
imaginative time feature speculations. Y et, the religious corporation he founded continued to hold to hiserrors
until 1928, when a new set of time speculations were created to replace those discredited earlier.

In 1935 Russell’ ssuccessor, Joseph Rutherford, changed the Witnesses' view regarding Revel ation, chapter
seven. At aconvention in Washington, D.C. that year, Rutherford asserted that the * great multitude” identified
not a heavenly scene, but an early one. Now it began to be taught that the “great multitude” were those
Christians who would pass through the great tribulation and live on the earth forever.

While Russell had closed the door to being one of the 144,000 in 1881, Rutherford opened the door until
1935, when it was again asserted that the “higher calling” was now ended. It was now time (in 1935), to begin
gathering in the “ great multitude” who were destined to survive the end of the world which wasjust ahead and
continue living on earth in a paradise made possible by the reign of Jesus Christ and the 144,000.

Like Russdll, Rutherford tied this new teaching to new prophetic speculations. In 1928 it was decided that
the “last days’ hadn’t started in 1799 and Christ hadn’t returned invisibly in October 1874 to begin judgment
proceedings against his professed followers as Russell had taught. No, Christ returned (invisibly) in October
1914. This new time frame bought Rutherford another generation of time for the Watchtower movement
regarding their different good news and their speculations about the end of the world. For nearly 40 years
Russdll emphatically taught that the world would end in 1914. Now that year became the starting date for a
new round of speculations and false hopes. What had once been the end of the last days, now became the
beginning date for a new round of prophetic speculations regarding the “time of the end.”—an easy thing to
do on paper.

For decades the Watchtower Society has taught (and Jehovah's Witnesses have preached), that the world
would end within the generation of those people who were dive and witnessed the events of 1914. For many
years each issue of their Awake! magazine declared: “this magazine builds confidence in the Creator’s
promise of a peaceful and secure new world before the generation that saw the events of 1914 passes
away.” —bottom, page 4 of each issue. Notice that they said this was the “ Creator’ s promise”—not theirs!

Now that the 1914 generation has passed away they arebeginning to reinvent their “last days’ teachingsonce
again. Beginning with the November 8, 1995 issue of Awake! they no longer speak of “the Creator’ s promise
of a peaceful and secure new world before the generation that saw the events of 1914 passes away.” As of
November 8, 1995 that declaration has been changed to read: “Most important, this magazine builds
confidence in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and secure new world that is about to replace the
present wicked, lawless system of things.” By removing any reference to 1914 they (editorialy) cut
themselves free from their long-held generation of 1914 prediction.

The sad truth is that the Watchtower Society never learns and never repents of its errors. When one false
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prediction fails they simply invent a new one. While they may modify their different good news from timeto
timethey never rgect it. Out of their own mouth they are clearly identified as false prophets. (Deut. 18:20-22).
The enormous harm done by false predictions that discredit God and Christ and cast the Bible in repute is
compounded by their destructive gospel that denies reconciliation with God through faith. In what way do they
do this?

THE DIFFERENT GOOD NEWS

As previously explained, only about 8,000 Witnesses claim to be in the new covenant mediated by Jesus
Christ. The other group, while claiming to be Christians and led by God' s spirit, deny they are sons of God.
This denies what Paul said under inspiration: “All who are led by God's spirit, these are God's
sons.”—Romans 8:14 NW. When confronted with Paul’ s teaching that all those led by God' s spirit are sons
of God, they will say that God leads them in a different way. However, the apostleis contrasting being led by
God' s spirit as opposed to being led by the sinful flesh. One either obeysthe sinful flesh or one obeysthe spirit
of God. He wrote: "For those who are in accord with the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those in accord with the spirit on the things of the spirit. For the minding of the flesh means death, but the
minding of the spirit means life and peace; because the minding of the flesh means enmity with God, for it is
not under subjection to the law of God, nor, in fact, can it be. So those who are in harmony with the flesh
cannot please God. However, you are in harmony not with the flesh, but with the spirit, if God's spirit truly
dwellsinyou. But if anyone does not have Christ’s spirit, this one does not belong to him." (Rom. 8:5-9 NW)
It isin this context that the apostle says that those who are led by God' s spirit are al his sons. In other words,
we are led by the sinful flesh or we are led by God' s spirit. And there is but one way to be led by God's spirit
and that isto resist being led by the sinful flesh. God' s spirit leads everyone in the same way—in righteous
attitude and conduct.

That Jehovah’ s Witnesses have to come up with an explanation that sets aside a clear teaching of Scripture
demonstrates how destructive such sectarian teachings can be. Further, holding to such aview raises serious
guestions asto the validity of their claim as Christians. Being reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ
is essential for salvation. Asthe apostle Paul said: “For al have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
it is as afree gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by
ransom [paid] by Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:23,24 NW) Being declared righteous resultsin reconciliation with
God. Sinful man, by nature, isalienated from his Creator but by means of faith in Christ Jesus' human sacrifice
he has his sinsforgiven and this resultsin reconciliation with God. “ For if, when we were enemies, we became
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more, now that we have become reconciled, we shall
be saved by hislife”—Romans 5:10 NW.

The context in which the apostle Paul sets forth the above isin a letter addressed to “all those who arein
Rome as God' s beloved ones, called to be holy ones.” (Romans 1:7) From the Witness standpoint this means
that heis speaking only to those who make up spiritual |srael—the 144,000—they are the only holy ones. The
letter of Romans (along with his other letters) were all written to those making up apart of spiritual 1srael—the
household of faith. By what authority can anyone take these promises and apply them to another group who
aretold they are no part of the group Paul is addressing?

Anillustration may help here. Y ou receive a beautiful, persona letter from your father confirming hislove
for you and explaining in great detail what he has done and will yet do to guarantee arich inheritance for you
as hisbeloved child. Theletter is so ddlightful that you shareits contents with aclose friend. Y our friend reads
thisletter and sharesin your joy but understands the | etter is not addressed to him. All thelove and good things
promised are addressed only to you. Y our friend will not benefit. Heis not your father’ s son. That, in essence,
is the situation with millions of Jehovah's Witnesses. On one hand they are told that they are excluded from
being apart of thelsragl of God—the Christian congregation—but promises addressed to the Israel of God are
taken out of context and applied to them in a convoluted, manmade system of religious interpretation.
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An example can be given to illustrate how they do this. The book, Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting
Life, published by the Watchtower Society in 1995, says the following under a subheading: CHRIST’S
RANSOM AND Y OU, “Consider threewaysin which Christ’ sransom sacrifice benefits you even now. First,
it brings forgiveness of sins. Through faith in the shed blood of Jesus, we have ‘the release by ransom,” yes,
‘Theforgiveness of our trespasses.” (Ephesians 1:7)"—page 68. The reader isthe “you” in this application of
Ephesians 1:7. But the “we” to whom Paul was writing were “the holy ones who are [in Ephesus] and faithful
onesin union with Christ Jesus,” according to Ephesians 1:1. Such ones were part of the Isragl of God which
the WT Society saysislimited to 144,000. To apply the promise of the forgiveness of sinsto agroup Paul is
not addressing is to go beyond the biblical good news. The Watchtower Society tells the Witnesses that they
are excluded from being "holy ones' because they are not part of the 144,000. Then they take a promise given
to the 144,000 and say it applies to them as well at the same time they are telling them that other gifts and
promisesin the same letter do not apply to them!

Witnesses are told (at least 99% of them) that Jesus is not their mediator. (1 Tim. 2:5) Their Bible
Dictionary: Insight on the Scriptures (1988), under the heading: Those for Whom Christ isMediator, says:
“The apostle Paul declares that thereis‘ one mediator between God and men, aman, Christ Jesus, who gave
himself a corresponding ransom for all’—for both Jews and Gentiles. (1 Ti 2:5,6) He mediates the new
covenant between God and those taken into the new covenant, the congregation of spiritual Israel. (Heb 8:10-
13; 12:24; Eph 5:25-27) Christ became Mediator in order that the ones called ‘ might receive the promise of
theeverlasting inheritance’ (Heb 9:15); he assists, not the angels, but * Abraham’sseed.” (Heb 2:16) He assists
those who are to be brought into the new covenant to be ‘ adopted’ into Jehovah's household of spiritual sons;
these eventually will bein heaven as Christ’ s brothers, becoming a part with him of the seed of Abraham. (Ro
8:15-17, 23-25; Ga 3:29) He hastransmitted to them the promised holy spirit, with which spirit they are sealed
and are given atoken of what isto come, their heavenly inheritance. (2Co 5:5; Eph 1:13,14) The total number
of those who arefinally and permanently sealed isrevealed in Revelation 7:4-8 as 144,000.”—Insight on the
Scriptures, Vol. 2, page 362.

The quotation above officialy excludesmillions of Jehovah’ sWitnessesfrom reconciliation with God. They
are told that Jesus is their high priest, however, even though they are not in the new covenant. However,
Hebrews, the only letter inthe New Testament that explains Jesus' M el chizedekian priesthood, limitsit to those
in the new covenant. “For he is really not assisting angels at al, but he is assisting Abraham's seed.
Consequently hewas obliged to become like his*brothers' in al respects, that he might become amerciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, in order to offer propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the
people.” —Heb. 2:16,17 NW.

Ask the next Witness who calls on you who mediates his prayers? If he says Jesus Christ, ask him if heis
in the new covenant? If he doesn’'t claim to be in the new covenant what covenant relationship is he in? Does
he view himself asason of God? If heisnot a son, how can he speak of Jehovah God as his Father? Is he led
by God's spirit? If so, how can he deny being a sons of God when the apostle Paul said “For all who are led
by God' s spirit, these are sons of God.”—Romans 8:14 NW.
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